
 UPPER ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM GRADES 4-6 

The Montessori elementary curriculum was developed as an integrated whole to serve the 
developmental needs of children from ages 6 to 12. Dr. Montessori termed this period the 
second plane of development. The continuity of the curriculum allows individual children to 
move through the various subject areas at the pace that supports mastering the subject 
material, building confidence and genuine self-esteem. The division of the elementary into two 
stages, 6-9 year olds and 9-12 year olds is based on the students' developmental needs as they 
move towards adolescence. The work in the lower elementary is done with extensive 
Montessori material allowing the children not only to experience the depth and breadth of the 
curriculum, but also to become comfortable with their own learning styles. The upper elementary 
students, ages 9-12, transition to more abstract thinking relying more heavily on books and 
other resource material as they strengthen the work begun in the lower elementary. The overall 
goal of the Montessori Upper Elementary is to provide a prepared environment that meets the 
needs and tendencies of the child at this stage of their development. 

Characteristics of children in the second half of the Second Plane of Development (ages 9-12): 
1. The reasoning mind is very important.
2. For every answer the children have a question, "Why?"
3. By the time they reach the Second Plane, the child has achieved a certain degree of

independence and will continue to strive for more independence.
4. Exploration is another characteristic of this age level and often the child wants to go

beyond usual expectations for their age level.
5. The child often turns outward to broader society and the world beyond himself.
6. Friends become increasingly important to children at this age.
7. The child often becomes more adventurous and daring.
8. Some children become "untidy" with personal belongings.

9. During this stage of development, the children's conscience becomes keener; they
develop better ideas of right and wrong and often seem to have a better understanding
of rules and regulations.

10. Hero worship is characteristic of this age level.
11. Children have enormous potential of intellect and a tremendous power of imagination

during this stage of development.

OVERVIEW OF THE UPPER ELEMENTARY LANGUAGE CURRICULUM 

Our alphabet has a fascinating history, and it is with the story of "Communication in Signs" that 
the elementary language program begins. What part did Phoenician merchants play in the 
development of written symbols? What did the Romans contribute? How is our alphabet 
different from Chinese characters? These are some of the questions the children may pose for 
further research. In addition, language is more than ·a fascinating subject of study in itself. It is 
the vehicle of human communication, the way in which we exchange ideas, thoughts and 
feelings. Thus, the language curriculum covers in depth written and spoken language, reading, 
grammar and research, the keys to both self-expression and the acquisition of knowledge. 

For Montessori children, writing typically precedes reading. In the primary classroom, children 
often develop writing skills, and these, combined with the desire to communicate, lead to many 
varieties of written composition in the elementary classroom. 

1



In addition to the story of written language, stories about oral language, such as "The Story of 
Human Speech" and "The History of the English Language," are presented to the children. The 
teachers use storytelling across the curriculum to convey information and to model the power of 
spoken language. Children are encouraged to discuss and share their ideas with one another 
and with the larger group. Many choose to share their reports orally, recite poems, and produce 
plays. 

Most children begin reading in the primary classroom. In the elementary program, they continue 
learning to read and truly begin reading to learn. Books of all literary types are available in the 
classrooms. Both fiction and non-fiction serve to expand the children's knowledge and 
awareness. Adults and children read orally and silently throughout the day, and the children 
develop a love of literature. They discuss shared readings of stories and books, following a 
seminar format. This involves preparation of the reading and a willingness to listen and discuss, 
respectfully, ideas about the text. 

The study of grammar in Montessori is unique. Having been introduced to the "function of 
words" in the primary classroom, elementary children study the parts of speech in more detail. 
What work does a pronoun do and how is it related to the verb? If its place is changed in the 
sentence, does the meaning remain the same? Each part of speech has a distinctive, colorful 
symbol. Children place these symbols above the words of a poem or a prose passage to "see 
its grammatical structure." Later, they begin to analyze the style of different writers using the 
grammar symbols. 

Visits to the library give the children opportunities to find out more about language. They learn to 
use reference materials, and they come to appreciate the library as a source of many kinds of 
information. Their language research may involve the comparison of works by a particular 
author, the derivation of idioms, or a multi-cultural study of similar folk tales. Library visits are 
one of many kinds of language explorations children undertake beyond the classroom. 

UPPER ELEMENTARY LANGUAGE CURRICULUM 
I. Written Language

A. The History of Writing (key lessons on topics such as cave paintings, the Rosetta

Stone, heraldry, paper making, contributions of Charlemagne.)

B. Composition
1. Paragraph organization
2. Kinds of paragraphs (descriptive, narrative, expository, persuasive)
3. Reports (taking notes, outlining)
4. Essays
5. Letters (informal and business)
6. Poetry (quatrain, cinquain, haiku, limerick, etc.)
7. Stories (setting, characters, plot development, dialogue)
8. Play writing
9. Speech writing
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